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Francis of Assisi is counted among the most important personalities of history. The life and ideals of this
humble, semiliterate medieval friar have had a shaping influence on the Christian church that has spilled over
into Western culture at large. This biography by Lawrence Cunningham looks anew at Francis's life and
legacy, seeking to counter efforts to romanticize him yet without diminishing his deep piety or abiding
significance.Pursuing a realistic view of the saint, Cunningham argues against common stereotypes that
sentimentalize Francis as a "blesser of animals," as a "church rebel," or as a precursor of the "spirituality"
movement. According to Cunningham, really seeing Francis requires the lens of theology rather than the lens
of quaint spirituality so often used. Francis was a devotedly orthodox Catholic whose life must be understood
as a response to reforming elements abroad in the church of his day. Francis's originality derived from his
success in articulating the "ideal gospel life": his message and actions were a kind of "acting out" of the
scriptures.Imbued with peerless scholarship, this book is also charmingly written. Cunningham is a master
storyteller as well as a brilliant biographer -- qualities that his"Francis of Assisi"fully displays. It will at once
inform and delight anyone interested in the fascinating life of Francis or his impact on church history."
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From reader reviews:

Solomon Pepper:

The event that you get from Francis of Assisi: Performing the Gospel of Life is a more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Francis of Assisi: Performing the Gospel of Life giving you joy feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read
the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this kind of Francis of Assisi: Performing the Gospel of Life instantly.

Agnes Henson:

The book untitled Francis of Assisi: Performing the Gospel of Life contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will take
you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Robert Carlson:

Beside that Francis of Assisi: Performing the Gospel of Life in your phone, it could give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It
is good thing to have Francis of Assisi: Performing the Gospel of Life because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will
not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!

Fred Scott:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This book Francis of Assisi: Performing the Gospel of Life was filled with regards
to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
just wanted.
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