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Critical discussions of the Victorian realist novel tend to focus on its vivid representations of everyday life.
The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real proposes that the genre is founded in desire, moving the novels not
towards a shared reality but rather toward distinct fantasies: dreams of the real.

Rather than simply redefine Victorian realism or propose a new canon for it, The Victorian Novel Dreams of
the Real argues that the real is inevitably, for the Victorian realist novel, an object of desire: what the novel
seeks to capture and represent. A novel's construction of the real is therefore inseparable from its fantasy of
the real--a formulation Audrey Jaffe refers to as "realist fantasy." One way in which this simultaneity
manifests itself is that the conventions novels frequently use to represent characters' dreams, daydreams, and
fantasies overlap with those each novel uses to create its realist effects. In new readings of Victorian novels
(including Eliot's Adam Bede, Dickens's Oliver Twist, Hardy's The Mayor of Casterbridge and The Return of
the Native, Trollope's Orley Farm, and Wilkie Collins's Armadale), The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real
demonstrates that one of the signal effects of this overlapping is Victorian realism's construction of the real
as an object of readerly desire.

Jaffe shows that realism and fantasy in the Victorian realist novel are not opposed, but rather occupy the
same space and are shaped by the same conventions. Revisiting and reconsidering key elements of realist
novel theory (including metonymy; the insignificant detail; character interiority; the representation of
everyday life and the idea of disillusionment), The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real also uncovers and
anatomizes representational strategies unique to each text.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Henderson:

With other case, little people like to read book The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and
Ideology. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a new book The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and Ideology. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Thomas Major:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when
those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and
Ideology as your daily resource information.

Wilbert York:

This The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and Ideology is brand-new way for you who has
attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Victorian
Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and Ideology can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that
is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read
this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Tanya Caggiano:

You can find this The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and Ideology by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose



suitable ways for you.
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