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In the twentieth century, the avant-garde movements promoted abstraction and formal experimentation in the
visual arts, often dispensing with the human form altogether. Yet many artists of Jewish descent resisted this
trend and continued to depict the human figure with sympathy and understanding. Few of them portrayed
overtly Jewish themes, but—as Eliane Strosberg argues in this thought-provoking volume—their persistent
devotion to the human figure was itself a reflection of their Jewishness. Though their individual styles were
diverse, they all used the human figure as a means of communicating, in secular terms, aspects of their
Jewish intellectual heritage, such as their humanistic values, passion for social justice, and opposition to the
nihilism that underlay so much of modern culture. For this reason, their work may be said to constitute an
ethical, if not an aesthetic, art movement, which Strosberg aptly dubs “Human Expressionism.”

Strosberg begins her highly readable text with an overview of Jewish tradition that illuminates the mindset of
many Jewish artists. She also provides a concise history of Jewish art from Genesis to the Enlightenment, in
which she demonstrates that figurative art has actually had a place in Judaism for thousands of years, despite
the Second Commandment’s prohibition of graven images. However, Strosberg devotes the greater part of
her study to a comparative analysis of those artists who fall under the rubric of Human Expressionism.
Though her scope is impressively broad, ranging from Camille Pissarro to George Segal, she pays particular
attention to the immigrant painters of the École de Paris, like Soutine and Modigliani; the American social
realists, like Ben Shahn and Raphael Soyer; and the masters of the postwar School of London, like Lucian
Freud and R. B. Kitaj.

Abundantly illustrated with well-chosen works by the artists under discussion, The Human Figure and
Jewish Culture is an essential addition to any library of art history or Judaica.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Twombly:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The Human
Figure and Jewish Culture? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
different opinion?

James Bergeron:

The experience that you get from The Human Figure and Jewish Culture may be the more deep you looking
the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but The Human Figure and Jewish Culture giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read this
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this particular The Human Figure and Jewish Culture instantly.

Jose Scott:

This The Human Figure and Jewish Culture usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Human Figure and Jewish Culture can be one of the
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with
information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Human
Figure and Jewish Culture giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Dawn Campbell:

This The Human Figure and Jewish Culture is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Human Figure
and Jewish Culture in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say
that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?
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