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Extras, bit players, and stand-ins have been a part of the film industry almost from its conception. On a
personal and a professional level, their stories are told in Hollywood Unknowns, the first history devoted to
extras from the silent era through the present.

Hollywood Unknowns discusses the relationship of the extra to the star, the lowly position in which extras
were held, the poor working conditions and wages, and the sexual exploitation of many of the hardworking
women striving for a place in Hollywood society. Though mainly anonymous, many are identified by name
and, for perhaps the first time, receive equal billing with the stars. And Hollywood Unknowns does not forget
the bit players, stand-ins, and doubles, who work alongside the extras facing many of the same privations.
Celebrity extras, silent stars who ended their days as extras, or members of various ethnic groups--all gain a
deserved luster in acclaimed film writer Anthony Slide's prose. Chapters document the lives and work of
extras from the 1890s to the present. Slide also treats such subjects as the Hollywood Studio Club, Central
Casting, the extras in popular literature, and the efforts at unionization through the Screen Actors Guild from
the 1930s onwards.
Slide chronicles events such as John Barrymore's walking off set in the middle of the day so the extras could
earn another day's wages, and Cecil B. DeMille's masterful organizing of casts of thousands in films such as
Cleopatra. Through personal interviews, oral histories, and the use of newly available archival material,
Slide reveals in Hollywood Unknowns the story of the men, women, and even animals that completed the
scenes on the silver screen.
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From reader reviews:

Otis Thompson:

This Hollywood Unknowns: A History of Extras, Bit Players, and Stand-Ins book is just not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot
of information you will get. This specific Hollywood Unknowns: A History of Extras, Bit Players, and
Stand-Ins without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Hollywood Unknowns: A History of Extras, Bit Players, and Stand-Ins can bring if
you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even cellphone. This Hollywood Unknowns: A History of Extras, Bit Players, and Stand-Ins
having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Diana Pearson:

This Hollywood Unknowns: A History of Extras, Bit Players, and Stand-Ins are usually reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Hollywood Unknowns: A History of
Extras, Bit Players, and Stand-Ins can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your before
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Hollywood Unknowns: A History of Extras, Bit Players, and Stand-
Ins giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

James Hopwood:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this Hollywood
Unknowns: A History of Extras, Bit Players, and Stand-Ins.

James Hutchinson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at
a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It all right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like



Hollywood Unknowns: A History of Extras, Bit Players, and Stand-Ins which is getting the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's find.
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