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In the years 1955-1956, 27 youths were brought to Israel from the Jewish-Ethiopian community (then called
Falasha). They were sent to the Kfar Batya religious youth village for their education. The first group
completed its education after three years and returned to Ethiopia in order to educate and train the youth of
the community and work on its behalf. The second group spent eight years in Kfar Batya and other
institutions, returning to Ethiopia for the same purpose. Most of the young people tell difficult personal
stories, as they were troubled by feelings of detachment, abandonment and rejection—paying a high personal
price for the purpose to which they had dedicated their young lives. As Yitzhak Ben-Zvi, Israel’s second
president, put it, they were “the first bridge” between Israel and the Jewish community of Ethiopia. Their
pioneering activity on behalf of their people ultimately led to Operation Moses, Operation Solomon and
various other operations which must remain covert. Today, most of the young people from these two groups
reside in Israel, and the story of their adventures and personal sacrifices is told here for the first time. The
Yad Tabenkin Institute for the Study of Zionism in Eastern Lands, in interviewing and documenting their
stories, aims to expose the broader public to the activities of these young people, to inspire a new generation
of the Ethiopian community in Israel with esprit de corps and to recognize the contribution of these groups to
writing a new chapter in the history of the Jewish people and the State of Israel.
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From reader reviews:

Marc Starr:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The First Bridge 1955-
1995: The Testimonies of Jewish Ethiopian Students from Kfar Batya? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Wallace Long:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The First Bridge 1955-1995: The Testimonies of Jewish Ethiopian Students from
Kfar Batya book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer of The First Bridge 1955-1995: The Testimonies of Jewish Ethiopian Students from Kfar
Batya content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking The First Bridge
1955-1995: The Testimonies of Jewish Ethiopian Students from Kfar Batya is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Dorothy Frazier:

The feeling that you get from The First Bridge 1955-1995: The Testimonies of Jewish Ethiopian Students
from Kfar Batya will be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The First Bridge 1955-1995:
The Testimonies of Jewish Ethiopian Students from Kfar Batya giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having that The First Bridge 1955-1995: The Testimonies of Jewish Ethiopian
Students from Kfar Batya instantly.

Beth Sanders:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you



have read is actually The First Bridge 1955-1995: The Testimonies of Jewish Ethiopian Students from Kfar
Batya.
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