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In the mid-1990s, two major Hollywood studios, Warner Bros. and Paramount Pictures, each launched their
own broadcast television network with the hope of becoming the fifth major player in an industry long
dominated by ABC, CBS, NBC, and, more recently, Fox. Despite the odds against them, the WB and UPN
went on to alter the landscape of primetime television, only to then merge as the CW network in 2006—each
a casualty of conflicting personalities, relentless competition, and a basic failure to anticipate the future of
the entertainment business.

Unfolding amid this backdrop of high-stakes business ventures, fanatical creative struggles, and corporate
power plays, Season Finale traces the parallel stories of the WB and UPN from their prosperous beginnings
to their precipitous demise. Following the big money, big egos, and big risks of network television, Susanne
Daniels, a television executive with the WB for most of its life, and Cynthia Littleton, a longtime television
reporter for Variety, expose the difficult reality of trying to launch not one but two traditional broadcast
networks at the moment when cable television and the Internet were ending the dominance of network
television.

Through in-depth reportage and firsthand accounts, Daniels and Littleton expertly re-create the creative and
business climate that gave birth to the WB and UPN, illustrating how the race to find suitable programming
spawned a heated rivalry between the two but also created shows that became icons of American youth
culture. Offering insider stories and never-before-published details about shows such as Buffy the Vampire
Slayer, Dawson's Creek, 7th Heaven, Gilmore Girls, Smallville, Felicity, Girlfriends, Everybody Hates
Chris, and America's Next Top Model, Daniels and Littleton provide an exhaustive account of the two
creative teams that ushered these groundbreaking programs into the hearts, minds, and living rooms of
Americans across the country.

But in spite of these successes, the WB and UPN unraveled, and here the authors elucidate the corporate
miscalculations that led to their undoing, examining the management missteps and industry upheaval that
brought about their rapid decline and the surprising teamwork that united them as the CW. The result is a
cautionary and compelling entertainment saga that skillfully captures a precarious moment in television
history, when the dramatic transformation of the broadcast networks signaled an inevitable shift for all pop
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Christian Rice:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for
a while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you that Season Finale: The
Unexpected Rise and Fall of the WB and UPN book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Lori Barnes:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Season Finale: The
Unexpected Rise and Fall of the WB and UPN is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Homer Simon:

The book untitled Season Finale: The Unexpected Rise and Fall of the WB and UPN contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice read.

Billy Golden:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Season Finale: The Unexpected Rise and Fall of the WB and UPN when you required it?
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