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As critic, Kenneth Burke's preoccupations were at the beginning purely esthetic and literary; but after
Counter-Statement (1931), he began to discriminate a "rhetorical" or persuasive component in literature, and
thereupon became a philosopher of language and human conduct.

In A Grammar of Motives (1945) and A Rhetoric of Motives (1950), Burke's conception of "symbolic action"
comes into its own: all human activities—linguisitc or extra-linguistic—are modes of symbolizing; man is
defined as the symbol-using (and -misusing) animal. The critic's job becomes one of the interpreting human
symbolizing wherever he finds it, with the aim of illuminating human motivation. Thus the reach of the
literary critic now extends to the social and ethical.

A Grammar of Motives is a "methodical meditation" on such complex linguistic forms as plays, stories,
poems, theologies, metaphysical systems, political philosophies, constitutions. A Rhetoric of Motives
expands the field to human ways of persuasion and identification. Persuasion, as Burke sees it, "ranges from
the bluntest quest of advantage, as in sales promotion or propaganda, through courtship, social etiquette,
education, and the sermon, to a 'pure' form that delights in the process of appeal for itself alone, without
ulterior purpose. And identification ranges from the politician who, addressing an audience of farmers, says,
'I was a farm boy myself,' through the mysteries of social status, to the mystic's devout identification with the
sources of all being."
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From reader reviews:

Selma McDaniel:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled A Rhetoric of Motives. Try to the actual book A Rhetoric of Motives as
your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Andrea Whitt:

The book A Rhetoric of Motives gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book A Rhetoric of Motives to be your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a guide A Rhetoric of Motives.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Hector Duggan:

The book A Rhetoric of Motives can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave the best thing like a book A Rhetoric of Motives? Some of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book A Rhetoric of Motives has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
big function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Judy Brown:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book A Rhetoric of Motives we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book A Rhetoric of Motives. You can more
pleasing than now.
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