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Hans Kelsen is considered to be one of the founding fathers of modern legal philosophy. But despite Kelsen's
prominence as a legal theorist, his political theory has been mostly overlooked. This book argues that
Kelsen's legal theory, the Pure Theory of Law, needs to be read in the context of Kelsen's political theory. It
offers the first comprehensive interpretation of the Pure Theory that makes systematic use of Kelsen's
conception of the rule of law, his theory of democracy, his defense of constitutional review, and his views on
international law.

Once it is read in the context of Kelsen's political works, Kelsen's analysis of legal normativity provides us
with a notion of political legitimacy that is distinct from any comprehensive and contestable theory of
justice. It shows how members of pluralist societies can reasonably acknowledge the binding nature of law,
even where its content does not fully accord with their own substantive views of the requirements of justice,
provided it is created in accordance with an ideal of fair arbitration amongst social groups.

This result leads to a fundamental re-evaluation of thePure Theory of Law. The theory is best understood as
an attempt to find a middle ground between natural law and legal positivism. Later positivist legal theorists
inspired by Kelsen's work failed to appreciate the political-theoretical context of the Pure Theory and turned
to a narrow instrumentalism about the functions of law. The perspective on Kelsen offered in this book aims
to reconnect positivist legal thought with normative political theory.
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From reader reviews:

Mae Saari:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Hans
Kelsen's Pure Theory of Law: Legality and Legitimacy? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Lula Estes:

The book Hans Kelsen's Pure Theory of Law: Legality and Legitimacy can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book
Hans Kelsen's Pure Theory of Law: Legality and Legitimacy? A number of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Hans Kelsen's Pure Theory of Law: Legality and Legitimacy has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open
up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Thelma Olivares:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know which you should start with. This Hans Kelsen's Pure Theory of Law: Legality and Legitimacy is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Willie Isaac:

The book untitled Hans Kelsen's Pure Theory of Law: Legality and Legitimacy contain a lot of information
on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous
author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because
you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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