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Here is an animated and wonderfully engaging work of cultural history that lays out America’s unruly
past by describing the ways in which cutting loose has always been, and still is, an essential part of
what it means to be an American.
 
From the time the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, Americans have defied their stodgy rules and
hierarchies with pranks, dances, stunts, and wild parties, shaping the national character in profound and
lasting ways. In the nation’s earlier eras, revelers flouted Puritans, Patriots pranked Redcoats, slaves
lampooned masters, and forty-niners bucked the saddles of an increasingly uptight middle class. In the
twentieth century, fun-loving Americans celebrated this heritage and pushed it even further: flappers
“barney-mugged” in “petting pantries,” Yippies showered the New York Stock Exchange with dollar bills,
and B-boys invented hip-hop in a war zone in the Bronx.
 
This is the surprising and revelatory history that John Beckman recounts in American Fun. Tying together
captivating stories of Americans’ “pursuit of happiness”—and distinguishing between real, risky fun and the
bland amusements that paved the way for Hollywood, Disneyland, and Xbox—Beckman redefines American
culture with a delightful and provocative thesis.
 
(With black-and-white illustrations throughout.)
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From reader reviews:

Luke Shaffer:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name American Fun: Four
Centuries of Joyous Revolt suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era.
The book untitled American Fun: Four Centuries of Joyous Revoltis one of several books this everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter
the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Clarence Ross:

The reason? Because this American Fun: Four Centuries of Joyous Revolt is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So
, it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Leslie Padilla:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this American Fun: Four Centuries of
Joyous Revolt reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism American Fun: Four
Centuries of Joyous Revolt as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one
publication that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Marisa Carney:

Beside this specific American Fun: Four Centuries of Joyous Revolt in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going
to got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It
is good thing to have American Fun: Four Centuries of Joyous Revolt because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be



questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book as
well as read it from currently!
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