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"I counted as spoil 27,280 people, together with their chariots, and gods, in whom they trusted. I formed a
unit with 200 of [their] chariots for my royal force. I settled the rest of them in the midst of Assyria. I
repopulated Samaria more than before. I brought into it people from countries conquered by my hands. I
appointed my commissioner as governor over them, and I counted them as Assyrians.” - Sargon II, Assyrian
king

In the 8th century BCE, one of the most important provinces within the Assyrian Empire was Samaria. Also
known as Israel, Samaria repeatedly rebelled against their Assyrian overlords, but in 722, the Assyrians
overran Samaria once and for all, killing countless numbers and sending most of the rest of its inhabitants
into forced exile. The events of Samaria’s fall were chronicled in the Assyrian annals from the reign of
Sargon II and the Old Testament, and although the two sources present the event from different perspectives,
they corroborate each other for the most part and together present a reliable account of the situation. The end
result was that 30,000 Israelites were forcibly deported from the region, a tactic the Assyrians found so
effective that they would continue to use it against other conquered enemies until the fall of their own
empire.

The Assyrians’ forced exile of the Israelites was not the only time such a fate had befallen them, as made
clear by Babylonian accounts and the Biblical account of the Exodus out of Egypt, but it was that exile that
permanently scattered most of the legendary 12 tribes of Israel, and the fate of the 10 lost tribes has
interested people ever since.

The patriarchal stories in Genesis explain the following about the origin of the tribes of Israel. The patriarch
Jacob, whose name was later changed to Israel (Gen 32:28), was himself the son of Isaac and the grandson of
Abraham. He had 12 sons who are the eponymous ancestors of the 12 tribes of Israel. Genesis lists the 12
sons according to their mothers. Jacob had five sons with his first wife: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, and
Issachar. Leah’s maid, Zilpah, bore another two sons to Jacob: Gad and Asher. His second wife, Rachel, also
bore only two sons: Joseph and Benjamin; as did her maid, Bilhah: Dan and Naphtali.

The simple version of the Ten Lost Tribes is that modern Jewish communities are composed of the
descendants of two of these 12 tribes because Cyrus the Great allowed these tribes to return to Judah from
their captivity in Babylon. However, the location and fate of the remaining 10 tribes, deported by the
Assyrians from the northern kingdom of Israel two centuries earlier, remains a mystery, and it is this mystery
that lies at the heart of the search for the Ten Lost Tribes.

The Ten Lost Tribes looks at what is known and unknown about the missing tribes of Israel, and speculation
as to their fate. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Lost
Tribes of Israel like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Edwards:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Ten Lost Tribes: The History
and Mystery of the Lost Tribes of Israel is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Paul Delatorre:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television,
planning to beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you
want to something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be
option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you
should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled The Ten Lost Tribes: The
History and Mystery of the Lost Tribes of Israel can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to
you.

Mark Bunnell:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is The Ten Lost Tribes: The History and Mystery of the Lost Tribes of Israel
this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all
of you.

Natalie Renz:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Ten Lost Tribes: The History and Mystery
of the Lost Tribes of Israel can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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