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TOLKIEN’S BOOKSHELF #8 THE BOOK OF WONDER AND THE LAST BOOK OF WONDER -
ILLUSTRATED Lord Dunsany (1878 – 1957) wrote more than eighty books during his career in the early
20th Century. J.R.R. Tolkien enjoyed reading Dunsany’s works, a fact which he acknowledged numerous
times in his letters. Tolkien was twenty years old in 1912, when ‘The Book of Wonder’, illustrated by Sidney
Sime, first appeared in British bookshops and libraries. The short stories in this book are Gothic in style,
poetic, mysterious and dream-like - often nightmarish, horrific and almost hallucinatory. Numerous
accoutrements of fantasy are found within the realms of ‘The Book of Wonder and The Last Book of
Wonder’, as they are in Middle Earth; talismans, precious metals, jewels, signalling horns, dark, dangerous
woods infested with evil spiders and more. A red, glowing, all-seeing eye opens above Dunsany’s
frightening fantasyland, just as the Eye of Sauron glares across Middle Earth. This edition is ornamented
with the original pictures printed in the 1912 edition - sixteen intricate illustrations and numerous ornate
initial capitals by renowned fantasy artist Sidney Sime. Dart-Thornton’s introduction discusses intriguing
links between Dunsany’s and Tolkien’s works, noting also that in an unusual twist, Dunsany used to write
his stories based on Sime’s illustrations, rather than the other way around. Dale J Nelson, in ‘Possible Echoes
of Blackwood and Dunsany in Tolkien's Fantasy’, concludes, ‘Tolkien’s letters and other sources for his life
do not say very much about his recreational reading, but given his lifelong interest in literary fantasy and the
parallels adduced above, one seems to be justified in suspecting that Tolkien was indebted to … Dunsany.’
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From reader reviews:

Alyson Hardy:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this The Book of Wonder
and The Last Book of Wonder - Illustrated: Tolkien's Bookshelf #8 (Volume 8) to read.

Karl Harms:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Book of Wonder and
The Last Book of Wonder - Illustrated: Tolkien's Bookshelf #8 (Volume 8) is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader erratic experience.

Janice Wilham:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in
the top listing in your reading list is actually The Book of Wonder and The Last Book of Wonder -
Illustrated: Tolkien's Bookshelf #8 (Volume 8). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get
you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.

Oscar Jackson:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Book of Wonder and The Last Book of Wonder -
Illustrated: Tolkien's Bookshelf #8 (Volume 8) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for
you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the book The Book of Wonder and The Last Book
of Wonder - Illustrated: Tolkien's Bookshelf #8 (Volume 8) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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