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In 1949 Simone de Beauvoir asked, “What does it mean to be a woman?” Her answer to that question
inaugurated a radical transformation of the meaning of “woman” that defined the direction of subsequent
feminist theory. What Beauvoir discovered is that it is impossible to define “woman” as an equal human
being in our philosophical and political tradition. Her effort to redefine “woman” outside these parameters
set feminist theory on a path of radical transformation. The feminist theorists who wrote in the wake of
Beauvoir’s work followed that path.
 
Susan Hekman’s original and highly engaging new book traces the evolution of “woman” from Beauvoir to
the present. In a comprehensive synthesis of a number of feminist theorists she covers French feminist
thinkers Luce Irigaray and Helene Cixous as well as theorists such as Carol Gilligan, Carole Pateman and
Judith Butler. The book examines the relational self, feminist liberalism and Marxism, as well as feminist
theories of race and ethnicity, radical feminism, postmodern feminism and material feminism. Hekman
argues that the effort to redefine “woman” in the course of feminist theory is a cumulative process in which
each approach builds on that which has gone before. Although they have approached “woman” from
different perspectives, feminist theorists has moved beyond the negative definition of our tradition to a new
concept that continues to evolve.
 
The Feminine Subject is a remarkably succinct yet wide-ranging analysis which will appeal to all feminist
scholars and students as well as anyone interested in the changing nature of feminism since the 1950s.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Willis:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just
their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that The Feminine Subject to read.

Maria Saad:

The experience that you get from The Feminine Subject may be the more deep you rooting the information
that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
know but The Feminine Subject giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that The
Feminine Subject instantly.

Maurice Henkel:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Feminine Subject can be very good book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

William Sinclair:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Feminine Subject that give
your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you could pick The Feminine Subject become your own personal starter.
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