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Prolific munitions production keyed America's triumph in World War II but so did the complex economic
controls needed to sustain that production. Artillery, tanks, planes, ships, trucks, and weaponry of every kind
were constantly demanded by the military and readily supplied by American business. While that
relationship was remarkably successful in helping the U.S. win the war, it also raised troubling issues about
wartime economies that have never been fully resolved.

Paul Koistinen's fourth installment of a monumental five-volume series on the political economy of
American warfare focuses on the mobilization of national resources for a truly global war. Koistinen
comprehensively analyzes all relevant aspects of the World War II economy from 1940 through 1945,
describing the nation's struggle to establish effective control over industrial supply and military
demand—and revealing the growing partnership between the corporate community and the armed services.

Koistinen traces the evolution of federal agencies mobilizing for war—including the National Defense
Advisory Commission, the Office of Production Management, and the Supply Priorities and Allocation
Board-and then focuses on the work of the War Production Board from 1942-1945. As the war progressed,
the WPB and related agencies oversaw the military's supply and procurement systems; stabilized the
economy while financing the war; closely monitored labor relations; and controlled the shipping and
rationing of fuel and food.

In chronicling American mobilization, Koistinen reveals how representatives of industry and the armed
services expanded upon their growing prewar ties to shape policies for harnessing the economy, and how
federal agencies were subsequently riven with dissension as New Deal reformers and anti-New Deal
corporate elements battled for control over mobilization itself. As the armed services emerged as the
principal customers of a command economy, the military-industrial nexus consolidated its power and
ultimately succeeded in bending the reformers to its will.

The product of exhaustive archival research, Arsenal of World War II shows that mobilization meant more
than simply harnessing the economy for war-it also involved struggles for power and position among a great
many interest groups and ideologies. Nearly two decades in the making, it provides an ambitious and
enormously insightful overview of the emergence of the military-industrial economy, one that still resonates
today as America continues to wage wars around the globe.
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From reader reviews:

Marla Mestas:

This book untitled Arsenal of World War II: The Political Economy of American Warfare, 19401945 to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you
can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by using
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Gail Kennedy:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the book untitled Arsenal of World War II: The Political Economy of American
Warfare, 19401945 can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Pearl Young:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read
is usually Arsenal of World War II: The Political Economy of American Warfare, 19401945.

Kirk Banks:

Beside this particular Arsenal of World War II: The Political Economy of American Warfare, 19401945 in
your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Arsenal of World War II: The Political Economy of
American Warfare, 19401945 because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if
you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from today!
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