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Since the birth of cinema, film has been lauded as a visual rather than a verbal medium; this sentiment was
epitomized by John Ford's assertion in 1964 that, "When a motion picture is at its best, it is long on action
and short on dialogue." Little serious work has been done on the subject of film dialogue, yet what characters
say and how they say it has been crucial to our experience and understanding of every film since the coming
of sound. Through informative discussions of dozens of classic and contemporary films—from Bringing Up
Baby to Terms of Endearment,  from Stagecoach to Reservoir Dogs--this lively book provides the first full-
length study of the use of dialogue in American film.

Sarah Kozloff shows why dialogue has been neglected in the analysis of narrative film and uncovers the
essential contributions dialogue makes to a film's development and impact. She uses narrative theory and
drama theory to analyze the functions that dialogue typically serves in a film.

The second part of the book is a comprehensive discussion of the role and nature of dialogue in four film
genres: westerns, screwball comedies, gangster films, and melodramas. Focusing on topics such as class and
ethnic dialects, censorship, and the effect of dramatic irony, Kozloff provides an illuminating new
perspective on film genres.
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From reader reviews:

Monte Lawson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Overhearing Film Dialogue is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Michael Short:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Overhearing Film Dialogue is kind of book
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jeremy Reed:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Overhearing Film Dialogue as the daily resource information.

Lorna Dews:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Overhearing Film Dialogue can make you truly feel more interested to
read.
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