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In a brilliant, original rendition, Monsters of the Gévaudan revisits a spellbinding French tale that has
captivated imaginations for over two hundred years, and offers the definitive explanation of the strange
events that underlie this timeless story.

In 1764 a peasant girl was killed and partially eaten while tending a flock of sheep. Eventually, over a
hundred victims fell prey to a mysterious creature, or creatures, whose cunning and deadly efficiency
terrorized the region and mesmerized Europe. The fearsome aggressor quickly took on mythic status, and the
beast of the Gévaudan passed into French folklore.

What species was this killer, why did it decapitate so many of its victims, and why did it prefer the flesh of
women and children? Why did contemporaries assume that the beast was anything but a wolf, or a pack of
wolves, as authorities eventually claimed, and why is the tale so often ignored in histories of the ancien
régime? Smith finds the answer to these last two questions in an accident of timing. The beast was bound to
be perceived as strange and anomalous because its ravages coincided with the emergence of modernity itself.

Expertly situated within the social, intellectual, cultural, and political currents of French life in the 1760s,
Monsters of the Gévaudan will engage a wide range of readers with both its recasting of the beast narrative
and its compelling insights into the allure of the monstrous in historical memory.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Bennett:

The book Monsters of the Gévaudan: The Making of a Beast gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a
book Monsters of the Gévaudan: The Making of a Beast for being your habit, you can get more advantages,
like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like start and read a e-book Monsters of the Gévaudan: The Making of a Beast.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Kimberly Niemeyer:

The knowledge that you get from Monsters of the Gévaudan: The Making of a Beast could be the more deep
you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to know but Monsters of the Gévaudan: The Making of a Beast giving you
joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
through anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes
your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this Monsters of the Gévaudan: The
Making of a Beast instantly.

Teresa Bradshaw:

This Monsters of the Gévaudan: The Making of a Beast is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity
to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Monsters of the Gévaudan: The
Making of a Beast can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy
to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book
is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also
knowledge.

John Smithers:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
Monsters of the Gévaudan: The Making of a Beast. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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