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The Myth of Ephraim Tutt explores the true and previously untold story behind one of the most elaborate
literary hoaxes in American history.
 
Arthur Train was a Harvard-educated and well-respected attorney. He was also a best-selling author. Train’s
greatest literary creation was the character Ephraim Tutt, a public-spirited attorney and champion of
justice.Guided by compassion and a strong moral compass, Ephraim Tutt commanded a loyal following
among general readers and lawyers alike—in fact, Tutt’s fictitious cases were so well-known that attorneys,
judges, and law faculty cited them in courtrooms and legal texts. People read Tutt’s legal adventures for
more than twenty years, all the while believing their beloved protagonist was merely a character and that
Train’s stories were works of fiction.
 
But in 1943 a most unusual event occurred: Ephraim Tutt published his own autobiography. The possibility
of Tutt’s existence as an actual human being became a source of confusion, spurring heated debates. One
outraged reader sued for fraud, and the legendary lawyer John W. Davis rallied to Train’s defense. While the
public questioned whether the autobiography was a hoax or genuine, many book reviewers and editors
presented the book as a work of nonfiction.
 
In The Myth of Ephraim Tutt Molly Guptill Manning explores the controversy and the impact of the Ephraim
Tutt autobiography on American culture. She also considers Tutt’s ruse in light of other noted incidents of
literary hoaxes, such as those ensuing from the publication of works by Clifford Irving, James Frey, and
David Rorvik, among others.
 
As with other outstanding fictitious characters in the literary canon, Ephraim Tutt took on a life of his own.
Out of affection for his favorite creation, Arthur Train spent the final years of his life crafting an
autobiography that would ensure Tutt’s lasting influence—and he was spectacularly successful in this
endeavor. Tutt, as the many letters written to him attest, gave comfort to his readers as they faced the
challenging years of the Great Depression and World War II and renewed their faith in humanity and justice.
Although Tutt’s autobiography bewildered some of his readers, the great majority were glad to have read the
“life” story of this cherished character.
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From reader reviews:

Fern Rodriquez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Myth of Ephraim Tutt: Arthur Train and His Great Literary Hoax.
Try to the actual book The Myth of Ephraim Tutt: Arthur Train and His Great Literary Hoax as your good
friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Patsy Hall:

The e-book untitled The Myth of Ephraim Tutt: Arthur Train and His Great Literary Hoax is the publication
that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author
was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Myth of Ephraim Tutt: Arthur Train and
His Great Literary Hoax from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Mark Clark:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Myth of Ephraim Tutt:
Arthur Train and His Great Literary Hoax that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all
you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick The Myth of Ephraim Tutt: Arthur Train
and His Great Literary Hoax become your own starter.

Ralph Smith:

Beside that The Myth of Ephraim Tutt: Arthur Train and His Great Literary Hoax in your phone, it can give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going
to got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have The Myth of Ephraim Tutt: Arthur Train and His Great Literary Hoax
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't
get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item?
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