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"These notes are about the process of design: the process of inventing things which display new physical
order, organization, form, in response to function." This book, opening with these words, presents an entirely
new theory of the process of design.

In the first part of the book, Mr. Alexander discusses the process by which a form is adapted to the context of
human needs and demands that has called it into being. He shows that such an adaptive process will be
successful only if it proceeds piecemeal instead of all at once. It is for this reason that forms from traditional
unselfconscious cultures, molded not by designers but by the slow pattern of changes within tradition, are so
beautifully organized and adapted. When the designer, in our own self-conscious culture, is called on to
create a form that is adapted to its context he is unsuccessful, because the preconceived categories out of
which he builds his picture of the problem do not correspond to the inherent components of the problem, and
therefore lead only to the arbitrariness, willfulness, and lack of understanding which plague the design of
modern buildings and modern cities.

In the second part, Mr. Alexander presents a method by which the designer may bring his full creative
imagination into play, and yet avoid the traps of irrelevant preconception. He shows that, whenever a
problem is stated, it is possible to ignore existing concepts and to create new concepts, out of the structure of
the problem itself, which do correspond correctly to what he calls the subsystems of the adaptive process. By
treating each of these subsystems as a separate subproblem, the designer can translate the new concepts into
form. The form, because of the process, will be well-adapted to its context, non-arbitrary, and correct.

The mathematics underlying this method, based mainly on set theory, is fully developed in a long appendix.
Another appendix demonstrates the application of the method to the design of an Indian village.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Ashton:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Notes on the
Synthesis of Form (Harvard Paperbacks) book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Nancy Sobel:

Notes on the Synthesis of Form (Harvard Paperbacks) can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Notes on the
Synthesis of Form (Harvard Paperbacks) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Donald Diaz:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Notes on the Synthesis of
Form (Harvard Paperbacks) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Toby Lowry:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Notes on the
Synthesis of Form (Harvard Paperbacks).
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