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In a lyrical mix of natural science, history, and memoir, Melissa L. Sevigny ponders what it means to make a
home in the American Southwest at a time when its most essential resource, water, is overexploited and
undervalued. Mythical River takes the reader on a historical sojourn into the story of the Buenaventura, an
imaginary river that led eighteenth- and nineteenth-century explorers, fur trappers, and emigrants astray for
seventy-five years. This mythical river becomes a metaphor for our modern-day attempts to supply water to a
growing population in the Colorado River Basin. Readers encounter a landscape literally remapped by the
search for “new” water, where rivers flow uphill, dams and deep wells reshape geography, trees become
intolerable competitors for water, and new technologies tap into clouds and oceans.

In contrast to this fantasy of abundance, Sevigny explores acts of restoration. From a dismantled dam in
Arizona to an accidental wetland in Mexico, she examines how ecologists, engineers, politicians, and
citizens have attempted to secure water for desert ecosystems. In a place scarred by conflict, she shows how
recognizing the rights of rivers is a path toward water security. Ultimately, Sevigny writes a new map for the
future of the American Southwest, a vision of a society that accepts the desert’s limits in exchange for an
intimate relationship with the natural world. 
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From reader reviews:

Mariano Smith:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Mythical River: Chasing the
Mirage of New Water in the American Southwest. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Sandra McNulty:

Typically the book Mythical River: Chasing the Mirage of New Water in the American Southwest has a lot
associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Bertram Staten:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Mythical River: Chasing the Mirage of New Water in the
American Southwest why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Pearl Miller:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Mythical River: Chasing the Mirage of New Water in the American
Southwest this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is
easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book
acceptable all of you.
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