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Menagerie is the story of the panoply of exotic animals that were brought into Britain from time immemorial
until the foundation of the London Zoo - a tale replete with the extravagant, the eccentric, and - on occasion -
the downright bizarre.

From Henry III's elephant at the Tower, to George IV's love affair with Britain's first giraffe and Lady
Castlereagh's recalcitrant ostriches, Caroline Grigson's tour through the centuries amounts to an impressively
detailed history of exotic animals in Britain. On the way we encounter a host of fascinating and outlandish
creatures, including the first peacocks and popinjays, Thomas More's monkey, James I's cassowaries in St
James's Park, and Lord Clive's zebra - which refused to mate with a
donkey, until the donkey was painted with stripes.

But this is not just the story of the animals themselves. It also the story of all those who came into contact
with them: the people who owned them, the merchants who bought and sold them, the seamen who carried
them to our shores, the naturalists who wrote about them, the artists who painted them, the itinerant
showmen who worked with them, the collectors who collected them. And last but not least, it is about all
those who simply came to see and wonder at them, from kings, queens, and nobles
to ordinary men, women, and children, often impelled by no more than simple curiosity and a craving for
novelty.
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From reader reviews:

James Senters:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you that Menagerie: The History of Exotic
Animals in England book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Joan Davis:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if
you want really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular
Menagerie: The History of Exotic Animals in England is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Harry Duffey:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need
more time to be examine. Menagerie: The History of Exotic Animals in England can be your answer as it can
be read by you who have those short time problems.

Katie Broadnax:

You can spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Menagerie: The History of Exotic Animals
in England is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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