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During the 1990s, growing demands to end chronic welfare dependency culminated in the 1996 federal
“welfare-to-work” reforms. But regardless of welfare reform, the United States has always been home to a
large population of working poor—people who remain poor even when they work and do not receive
welfare. In a concentrated effort to address the problems of the working poor, a coalition of community
activists and business leaders in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, launched New Hope, an experimental program that
boosted employment among the city’s poor while reducing poverty and improving children’s lives. In Higher
Ground, Greg Duncan, Aletha Huston, and Thomas Weisner provide a compelling look at how New Hope
can serve as a model for national anti-poverty policies.

New Hope was a social contract—not a welfare program—in which participants were required to work a
minimum of thirty hours a week in order to be eligible for earnings supplements and health and child care
subsidies. All participants had access to career counseling and temporary community service jobs. Drawing
on evidence from surveys, public records of employment and earnings, in-depth interviews, and
ethnographic observation, Higher Ground tells the story of this ambitious three-year social experiment and
evaluates how participants fared relative to a control group. The results were highly encouraging. Poverty
rates declined among families that participated in the program. Employment and earnings increased among
participants who were not initially working full-time, relative to their counterparts in a control group. For
those who had faced just one significant barrier to employment (such as a lack of access to child care or a
spotty employment history), these gains lasted years after the program ended. Increased income, combined
with New Hope’s subsidies for child care and health care, brought marked improvements to the well-being
and development of participants’ children. Enrollment in child care centers increased, and fewer medical
needs went unmet. Children performed better in school and exhibited fewer behavioral problems, and gains
were particularly dramatic for boys, who are at the greatest risk for poor academic performance and
behavioral disorders.

As America takes stock of the successes and shortcomings of the Clinton-era welfare reforms, the authors
convincingly demonstrate why New Hope could be a model for state and national policies to assist the
working poor. Evidence based and insightfully written, Higher Ground illuminates how policymakers can
make work pay for families struggling to escape poverty.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Coleman:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Higher Ground: New Hope for the Working Poor and Their Children, you could tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
reserve.

Phillip Herzog:

Higher Ground: New Hope for the Working Poor and Their Children can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Higher
Ground: New Hope for the Working Poor and Their Children nevertheless doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Fred Simpson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be go through. Higher Ground: New Hope for the Working Poor and Their Children can be
your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Grant Rickard:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Higher Ground: New Hope for the Working Poor and
Their Children can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have
Higher Ground: New Hope for the Working Poor and Their Children.
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