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“Stunning . . . A beautiful, sprawling, and generous book. Jansma is a brilliantly talented writer, but
he also has a unique insight into what friends mean to one another, and what it means to be part of a
city in which you never quite belong, but can’t quite bring yourself to leave. It’s a heartfelt novel,
tender and painful and cathartic all at once, and even if the characters belong to New York, the story
belongs to us all.” —NPR

December, 2008. A heavy snowstorm is blowing through Manhattan and the economy is on the brink of
collapse, but none of that matters to a handful of guests at a posh holiday party. Five years after their college
graduation, the fiercely devoted friends at the heart of this richly absorbing novel remain as inseparable as
ever: editor and social butterfly Sara Sherman, her troubled astronomer boyfriend George Murphy,
loudmouth poet Jacob Blaumann, classics major turned investment banker William Cho, and Irene
Richmond, an enchanting artist with an inscrutable past.

Amid cheerful revelry and free-flowing champagne, the friends toast themselves and the new year ahead—a
year that holds many surprises in store. They must navigate ever-shifting relationships with the city and with
one another, determined to push onward in pursuit of their precarious dreams. And when a devastating blow
brings their momentum to a halt, the group is forced to reexamine their aspirations and chart new paths
through unexpected losses.

Kristopher Jansma’s award-winning debut novel, The Unchangeable Spots of Leopards, was praised for its 
“wry humor” and “charmingly unreliable narrator” in The New Yorker and hailed as “F. Scott Fitzgerald
meets Wes Anderson” by The Village Voice. In Why We Came to the City, Jansma offers an unforgettable
exploration of friendships forged in the fires of ambition, passion, hope, and love. This glittering story of a
generation coming of age is a sweeping, poignant triumph.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Smith:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Why We Came to the City to read.

Freddie Patton:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Why We Came to the City is
kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Christine Emmons:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Why We Came to the City as your daily resource
information.

Gregory Kile:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Why We Came to the City can be great book to read. May be it may be
best activity to you.
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