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Compulsory education has always been in the best interest of the state, as it fosters good citizenship and self-
sufficiency. But what if a segment of society considers state education detrimental to its own values? In the
late 1960s, one Wisconsin Amish community held that view and removed its children from public schools.
When the state claimed truancy and took Jonas Yoder and two other parents to court, a legal battle of
landmark proportions followed.

Prize-winning historian Shawn Peters now offers a complete and compelling account of the Yoder case and
of the tortured decision of simple Amish folk to break tradition and "go to law." He examines the breadth of
First Amendment protections, the validity of compulsory school attendance, and the fundamental rights of
parents and children. He also takes readers deep into the world of the Old Order Amish to show how their
beliefs were often at variance with the very measures being undertaken to protect them.

While most accounts of Wisconsin v. Yoder have focused on its origins and implications, Peters lays out all
the facts of the case to reveal their intrinsic importance. He draws on trial transcripts and in-depth interviews
with participants to fully explore the backgrounds, motivations, and strategies of the people who shaped the
case-particularly the National Committee for Amish Religious Freedom and its attorney William Ball. He
then describes in riveting prose how the trial unfolded, explains the impact of First Amendment
jurisprudence on ordinary citizens involved, and shows how a relatively obscure dispute became a conflict of
national importance.

When the U.S. Supreme Court in 1972 ruled in favor of the Amish, its decision was hailed by many as a
victory for religious freedom but was also criticized for conferring special protection on one faith. Yoder was
subsequently cited in fundamentalist Christian efforts to excuse children from public schooling, but faith-
based exemption to law was ultimately defeated in other tests. Peters traces the progress of such cases into
the 1990s to show how Yoder in some ways marked the beginning of the end of an era for religious liberty
jurisprudence.

In exploring the meaning and legacy of Yoder, Peters reveals not only the human element of a landmark case
but also its continuing relevance for our times.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Baum:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Yoder Case: Religious
Freedom, Education, and Parental Rights (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants
to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could
pick The Yoder Case: Religious Freedom, Education, and Parental Rights (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) become your personal starter.

Anna Rangel:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Yoder Case: Religious Freedom,
Education, and Parental Rights (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) book written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still question The Yoder Case: Religious Freedom, Education, and Parental
Rights (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) as good book not merely by the cover but also by
content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Robert Ryan:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a
lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
The Yoder Case: Religious Freedom, Education, and Parental Rights (Landmark Law Cases and American
Society) provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Ruth Vigue:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to



you personally is The Yoder Case: Religious Freedom, Education, and Parental Rights (Landmark Law
Cases and American Society) this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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