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While successful plays tend to share certain storytelling elements, there is no single blueprint for how a play
should be constructed. Instead, seasoned playwrights know how to select the right elements for their needs
and organize them in a structure that best supports their particular story.

Through his workshops and book The Dramatic Writer’s Companion, Will Dunne has helped thousands of
writers develop successful scripts. Now, in The Architecture of Story, he helps writers master the building
blocks of dramatic storytelling by analyzing a trio of award-winning contemporary American plays: Doubt:
A Parable by John Patrick Shanley, Topdog/Underdog by Suzan-Lori Parks, and The Clean House by Sarah
Ruhl. Dismantling the stories and examining key components from a technical perspective enables writers to
approach their own work with an informed understanding of dramatic architecture.

Each self-contained chapter focuses on one storytelling component, ranging from “Title” and “Main Event”
to “Emotional Environment” and “Crisis Decision.”  Dunne explores each component in detail,
demonstrating how it has been successfully handled in each play and comparing and contrasting techniques.
 The chapters conclude with questions to help writers evaluate and improve their own scripts. The result is a
nonlinear reference guide that lets writers work at their own pace and choose the topics that interest them as
they develop new scripts. This flexible, interactive structure is designed to meet the needs of writers at all
stages of writing and at all levels of experience.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Smith:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Architecture of Story: A Technical Guide for the
Dramatic Writer (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing). You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book The Architecture of Story: A
Technical Guide for the Dramatic Writer (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's study.

Arlene Farmer:

This The Architecture of Story: A Technical Guide for the Dramatic Writer (Chicago Guides to Writing,
Editing, and Publishing) usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why.
The explanation of this The Architecture of Story: A Technical Guide for the Dramatic Writer (Chicago
Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock
your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Architecture of Story: A Technical Guide for the
Dramatic Writer (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Angel Sutton:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Architecture of Story: A Technical
Guide for the Dramatic Writer (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing), you can enjoy both. It
is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Jack Rolfes:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This e-book The Architecture of Story: A Technical Guide for the Dramatic Writer



(Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to
add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern
era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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