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Author, translator, social critic and Harvard professor of art, Charles Eliot Norton was widely regarded in his
own day as the most cultivated man in America. In modern times, by contrast, he has been condemned as the
supercilious representative of an embattled patrician caste. This revisionary study argues that Norton’s
genuine significance for American culture and politics today can only be grasped by recovering the vanished
contexts in which his life and work took shape. In a wide-ranging analysis, Linda Dowling demonstrates the
effects upon Norton’s thought of the great transatlantic humanitarian reform movement of the 1840s, the
Pre-Raphaelite and Ruskinian revolution in art and architecture of the 1850s and the surging liberal optimism
that emerged from the Civil War. Drawing on numerous deleted passages from Norton’s manuscript
journals, Dowling probes beneath the imperturbable mask of the public Norton, bringing to light the elusive
private man.

Returning from Europe in 1873, bereft of his wife and stripped of his religious belief, Norton was compelled
to confront the painful contradictions within his own liberal political faith. In a land given to celebrating
freedom of speech, Norton would become a speaker subjected to physical threats for opposing the Spanish-
American War. Among a people given to glorying in its superiority to other civilizations, he would become a
social critic reviled for arguing that the nation was failing to live up to its own most cherished ideals. It
would be Norton’s misfortune, shared with others of his generation, to watch the golden promise of a
victorious war for the Union fade into the unrepentant cynicism of the Gilded Age. Yet Norton’s militant
idealism and heroic citizenship, Dowling argues, survive now as a vital parable for American civic liberalism
in the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Stone:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century
America (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies). Try to stumble through book Charles Eliot
Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century
Studies) as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Amanda Chatham:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that
question simply because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Charles Eliot
Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century
Studies) to read.

Donald Bonilla:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern: New
Nineteenth-Century Studies).

Vincent Humphreys:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the



world. Through the book Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America
(Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with
your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in
Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies). You can more inviting
than now.
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