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Candide, ou l'Optimisme is a French satire first published in 1759 by Voltaire, a philosopher of the Age of
Enlightenment. The novella has been widely translated, with English versions titled Candide: or, All for the
Best (1759); Candide: or, The Optimist (1762); and Candide: or, Optimism (1947). It begins with a young
man, Candide, who is living a sheltered life in an Edenic paradise and being indoctrinated with Leibnizian
optimism (or simply "optimism") by his mentor, Professor Pangloss. The work describes the abrupt cessation
of this lifestyle, followed by Candide's slow, painful disillusionment as he witnesses and experiences great
hardships in the world. Voltaire concludes with Candide, if not rejecting optimism outright, advocating a
deeply practical precept, "we must cultivate our garden", in lieu of the Leibnizian mantra of Pangloss, "all is
for the best" in the "best of all possible worlds".

Candide is characterised by its sarcastic tone as well as by its erratic, fantastical and fast-moving plot. A
picaresque novel with a story similar to that of a more serious Bildungsroman, it parodies many adventure
and romance clichés, the struggles of which are caricatured in a tone that is mordantly matter-of-fact. Still,
the events discussed are often based on historical happenings, such as the Seven Years' War and the 1755
Lisbon earthquake. As philosophers of Voltaire's day contended with the problem of evil, so too does
Candide in this short novel, albeit more directly and humorously. Voltaire ridicules religion, theologians,
governments, armies, philosophies, and philosophers through allegory; most conspicuously, he assaults
Leibniz and his optimism.

As expected by Voltaire, Candide has enjoyed both great success and great scandal. Immediately after its
secretive publication, the book was widely banned because it contained religious blasphemy, political
sedition and intellectual hostility hidden under a thin veil of naïveté. However, with its sharp wit and
insightful portrayal of the human condition, the novel has since inspired many later authors and artists to
mimic and adapt it. Today, Candide is recognized as Voltaire's magnum opus and is often listed as part of the
Western canon; it is among the most frequently taught works of French literature. The British poet and
literary critic Martin Seymour-Smith listed Candide as one of the 100 most influential books ever written.
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From reader reviews:

Anita Pfeifer:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book Candide ended up being making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication
Candide is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with
the book Candide. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Lawrence Gibbs:

Here thing why this Candide are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Candide
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no
reserve that similar with Candide. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties
in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Candide in e-book can be your substitute.

Kenneth Clark:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Candide, you are able to enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Mark Guerrero:

The book untitled Candide contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with
easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read
this. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and
also order it. Have a nice read.
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