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Sugar was Cuba’s principal export from the late eighteenth century throughout much of the twentieth, and
during that time, the majority of the island’s population depended on sugar production for its livelihood. In
Blazing Cane, Gillian McGillivray examines the development of social classes linked to sugar production,
and their contribution to the formation and transformation of the state, from the first Cuban Revolution for
Independence in 1868 through the Cuban Revolution of 1959. She describes how cane burning became a
powerful way for farmers, workers, and revolutionaries to commit sabotage, take control of the harvest
season, improve working conditions, protest political repression, attack colonialism and imperialism,
nationalize sugarmills, and, ultimately, acquire greater political and economic power.

Focusing on sugar communities in eastern and central Cuba, McGillivray recounts how farmers and workers
pushed the Cuban government to move from exclusive to inclusive politics and back again. The
revolutionary caudillo networks that formed between 1895 and 1898, the farmer alliances that coalesced in
the 1920s, and the working-class groups of the 1930s affected both day-to-day local politics and larger state-
building efforts. Not limiting her analysis to the island, McGillivray shows that twentieth-century Cuban
history reflected broader trends in the Western Hemisphere, from modernity to popular nationalism to Cold
War repression.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Byrd:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Blazing Cane:
Sugar Communities, Class, and State Formation in Cuba, 1868–1959 (American Encounters/Global
Interactions), you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a book.

George Clark:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to
be read. Blazing Cane: Sugar Communities, Class, and State Formation in Cuba, 1868–1959 (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those
short spare time problems.

Shanika Jeans:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book Blazing
Cane: Sugar Communities, Class, and State Formation in Cuba, 1868–1959 (American Encounters/Global
Interactions). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add
your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve.
It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Richard Sims:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Blazing Cane: Sugar Communities, Class, and State Formation in Cuba, 1868–1959 (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) when you necessary it?
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