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Early Christian Dress is the first full-length monograph on the subject of dress in early Christianity. It pays
attention to the ways in which dress expressed and shaped Christian identity, the role dress played in
Christians’ rivalries with pagan neighbours, and especially to the ways in which notions of gender were
culled and revised in the process. Although many scholars have argued that gender in late antiquity was a
performed and embodied category, few have paid attention to the ways in which dress and physical
appearances were implicated in the understanding of femininity and masculinity. This study addresses that
gap, revealing the amount of sartorial work necessary to secure stable gender categories in the worlds of
early Imperial pagans and late ancient Christians.

This study analyzes several vigorous discussions and debates that arose over Christian women’s dress. It
examines how Christians interpreted their dress?especially the dress of female ascetics?as evidence of
Christianity’s advanced morality and piety, a morality and piety that was coded "masculine." Yet even
Christian leaders who championed ascetic women’s ability to achieve a degree of virility in terms of their
virtue and spiritual status were troubled when ascetics’ dress threatened to materially dissolve gender
categories, difference, and hierarchies. In the end, the study enables us to gain a broader view of how gender
was constructed, perceived, and contested in early Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Murray:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for us. The book Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and Authority
(Routledge Studies in Ancient History) seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Early Christian Dress:
Gender, Virtue, and Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend
time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Early Christian Dress: Gender,
Virtue, and Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History). You never truly feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Jeffery Fulmer:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Early Christian Dress: Gender,
Virtue, and Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) is kind of publication which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Susan Woods:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Early Christian Dress: Gender,
Virtue, and Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) book written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
hesitation Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) as
good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come
on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Louise Denison:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and
Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion



for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Early Christian Dress: Gender,
Virtue, and Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) can to be your brand-new friend when you're
feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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