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Seven hundred and fifty Jewish refugees fled Nazi Germany and founded the agricultural settlement of Sosúa
in the Dominican Republic, then ruled by one of Latin America’s most repressive dictators, General Rafael
Trujillo. In Tropical Zion, Allen Wells, a distinguished historian and the son of a Sosúa settler, tells the
compelling story of General Trujillo, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, and those fortunate pioneers who founded
a successful employee-owned dairy cooperative on the north shore of the island.

Why did a dictator admit these desperate refugees when so few nations would accept those fleeing fascism?
Eager to mollify international critics after his army had massacred 15,000 unarmed Haitians, Trujillo sent
representatives to Évian, France, in July, 1938 for a conference on refugees from Nazism. Proposed by FDR
to deflect criticism from his administration’s restrictive immigration policies, the Évian Conference proved
an abject failure. The Dominican Republic was the only nation that agreed to open its doors. Obsessed with
stemming the tide of Haitian migration across his nation’s border, the opportunistic Trujillo sought to
“whiten” the Dominican populace, welcoming Jewish refugees who were themselves subject to racist scorn
in Europe.

The Roosevelt administration sanctioned the Sosúa colony. Since the United States did not accept Jewish
refugees in significant numbers, it encouraged Latin America to do so. That prodding, paired with FDR’s
overriding preoccupation with fighting fascism, strengthened U.S. relations with Latin American
dictatorships for decades to come. Meanwhile, as Jewish organizations worked to get Jews out of Europe,
discussions about the fate of worldwide Jewry exposed fault lines between Zionists and Non-Zionists.
Throughout his discussion of these broad dynamics, Wells weaves vivid narratives about the founding of
Sosúa, the original settlers and their families, and the life of the unconventional beach-front colony.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Andres:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Tropical Zion: General Trujillo, FDR, and the
Jews of Sosúa (American Encounters/Global Interactions) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Deloras Pinkston:

You can obtain this Tropical Zion: General Trujillo, FDR, and the Jews of Sosúa (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be
your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Dave Edwards:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Tropical Zion: General Trujillo, FDR, and
the Jews of Sosúa (American Encounters/Global Interactions) or even others sources were given information
for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Tropical Zion: General Trujillo, FDR, and the Jews
of Sosúa (American Encounters/Global Interactions) to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like here.

Lawrence Shults:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Tropical Zion: General Trujillo, FDR,
and the Jews of Sosúa (American Encounters/Global Interactions) to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve
Tropical Zion: General Trujillo, FDR, and the Jews of Sosúa (American Encounters/Global Interactions) can
to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of



that time.
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