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Radio Four has been described as "the greatest broadcasting channel in the world," the "heartbeat of the
BBC," a cultural icon of Britishness, and the voice of Middle England. Defined by its rich mix,
encompassing everything from journalism and drama to comedy, quizzes, and short-stories. Many of its
programs- such as Today, The Archers, Woman's Hour, The Hitchhiker's Guide To the Galaxy, Gardeners'
Question Time, and The Shipping Forecast--have been part of British life for decades. Others, less
successful, have caused offence and prompted derision. Born as it was in the Swinging Sixties, Radio Four's
central challenge has been to change with the times, while trying not to lose faith with those who see it as a
standard-bearer for quality, authoritativeness, or simply "old-fashioned" BBC values.

In this first major behind-the-scenes account of the station's history, David Hendy--a former producer for
Radio Four--draws on privileged access to the BBC's own archives and new interviews with key personnel to
illuminate the arguments and controversies behind the creation of some of its most popular programmes. He
reveals the station's struggle to justify itself in a television age, favouring clear branding and tightly-targeted
audiences, with bitter disputes between the BBC and its fiercely loyal listeners. The story of these struggles
is about more than the survival of one radio network: Radio Four has been a lightning rod for all sorts of
wider social anxieties over the past forty years. A kaleidoscopic view of the changing nature of the BBC, this
book provides a gripping insight into the very nature of British life and culture in the last decades of the
twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Louis:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Life On Air: A History of Radio Four as your daily resource information.

Pamela Brock:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is actually Life On Air: A History of Radio Four.

Mildred Yen:

This Life On Air: A History of Radio Four is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Life On Air: A History of
Radio Four can be the light food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to
get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life as well as knowledge.

Darlene Kidd:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Life On Air: A History of Radio Four we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Life On Air: A History of
Radio Four. You can more inviting than now.
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