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St. Cyril of Alexandria is best known for his role in the Christological controversies of the fifth century. In
recent decades, scholars have been attending more carefully to his exegetical legacy. Most of Cyril's work
takes the form of biblical commentary rather than doctrinal treatise. Indeed, during his long career he wrote
commentaries on nearly every book of the Bible. Less attention, however, has been given to Cyril's pastoral
work as the Patriarch of Alexandria, perhaps because his commentaries and doctrinal treatises do not reveal
much about his daily pastoral duties. Here the  Festal Letters  are especially helpful.

Twenty-nine in all, these letters cover all but three of Cyril's years as a bishop. The first twelve were
published in 2009 (Fathers of the Church 118). The present volume completes the set. Festal letters were
used in Alexandria primarily to announce the beginning of Lent and the date of Easter. They also served a
catechetical purpose, however, allowing the Patriarch an annual opportunity to write pastorally not just about
issues facing the entire see, but also about the theological issues of the day. Thus, in these letters we catch a
glimpse of Cyril the pastor writing about complex theology in an uncomplicated way. These letters also
illuminate other realities of the ancient church in Alexandria, especially the relationship with the Jewish
community and the rising influence of asceticism.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Daggett:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Festal Letters, 13-30 (Fathers Of the Church) seemed
to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The guide Festal Letters, 13-30 (Fathers Of the Church) is not only giving you a lot more
new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Festal Letters, 13-30 (Fathers Of the Church). You
never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

John Warner:

This Festal Letters, 13-30 (Fathers Of the Church) are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Festal Letters, 13-30 (Fathers Of the Church) can be one of
the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with
information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Festal Letters,
13-30 (Fathers Of the Church) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Roxie Lloyd:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Festal Letters, 13-30 (Fathers Of the Church) your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get
ahead of. The Festal Letters, 13-30 (Fathers Of the Church) giving you another experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Annie Fowler:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It ok you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Festal Letters, 13-30
(Fathers Of the Church) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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