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How do women – mothers, daughters, aunts, nieces and grandmothers -- make sense of judgment to a
lifetime behind bars? In Women Doing Life, Lora Bex Lempert examines the carceral experiences of women
serving life sentences, presenting a typology of the ways that life-sentenced women grow and self-actualize,
resist prison definitions, reflect on and “own” their criminal acts, and ultimately create meaningful lives
behind prison walls. Looking beyond the explosive headlines that often characterize these women as
monsters, Lempert offers rare insight into this vulnerable, little studied population.  Her gendered analysis
considers the ways that women “do crime” differently than men and how they have qualitatively different
experiences of imprisonment than their male counterparts. Through in-depth interviews with 72 women
serving life sentences in Michigan, Lempert brings these women back into the public arena, drawing
analytical attention to their complicated, contradictory, and yet compelling lives.

 

Women Doing Life focuses particular attention on how women cope with their no-exit sentences and explores
how their lifetime imprisonment catalyzes personal reflection, accountability for choices, reconstruction of
their stigmatized identities, and rebuilding of social bonds. Most of the women in her study reported
childhoods in environments where violence and disorder were common; many were victims before they were
offenders. Lempert vividly illustrates how, behind the prison gates, life-serving women can develop lives
that are meaningful, capable and, oftentimes, even ordinary. Women Doing Life shows both the scope and the
limit of human possibility available to women incarcerated for life. 

   Instructor's Guide
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From reader reviews:

Therese McGaha:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Women Doing Life: Gender, Punishment and the Struggle for Identity.
Try to the actual book Women Doing Life: Gender, Punishment and the Struggle for Identity as your friend.
It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because
you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.

Katherin Buerger:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Women Doing Life: Gender,
Punishment and the Struggle for Identity book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

David Wade:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top list in your reading list is Women Doing Life: Gender, Punishment and the Struggle for Identity. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person.
By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Jessica Seymore:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Women Doing Life: Gender, Punishment and the
Struggle for Identity was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Women Doing
Life: Gender, Punishment and the Struggle for Identity has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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