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This volume explores the amnesty which ended the civil war at Athens in 403 BC. Drawing upon ancient
historians and speechwriters, together with the surviving inscriptions, it presents a new interpretation of the
Athenian Amnesty in its original setting and in view of the subsequent reconstruction of laws and democratic
institutions in Athens.

Beginning with the evidence on the original agreement and the events that shaped it, the volume also
discusses the major trials that challenged and reinterpreted key elements of the amnesty agreement, including
the trial of Socrates. These studies reveal the Athenian Amnesty as a contractual settlement between the
warring parties, a bargain for peace and reconciliation. The oath that came to symbolize the Amnesty was the
closing to that contract, a pledge not to go back on the covenants that spelled out remedies and restrictions-
not a promise to forgive and forget. The same contractual principle inspired major reforms of the restored
democracy, barring litigation on settled claims and ensuring that new legislation did not conflict with the
constitution.

While this book deals largely with the ancient agreement, Carawan also draws perspectives from parallels in
modern history, such as the post-apartheid settlement in South Africa, illustrating how the Athenian Amnesty
is generally regarded as the model for political "forgiveness" or "pardon and oblivion" embraced in later
conflict resolution.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Benner:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Athenian Amnesty and
Reconstructing the Law is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

April Robles:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
the whole day to reading a reserve. The book The Athenian Amnesty and Reconstructing the Law it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
possesses high quality.

Joshua Parsons:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Athenian Amnesty and
Reconstructing the Law guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt The Athenian Amnesty and
Reconstructing the Law as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that
can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Geraldine Louis:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top checklist in your reading list is actually The Athenian Amnesty and Reconstructing the Law. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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