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Black Elk Speaks is the story of the Lakota visionary and healer Nicholas Black Elk (1863-1950) and his
people during the momentous twilight years of the nineteenth century. Black Elk met the distinguished poet,
writer, and critic John G. Neihardt (1881-1973) in 1930 on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota and
chose Neihardt to tell his story. Neihardt understood and conveyed Black Elk’s experiences in this powerful
and inspirational message for all humankind.

When Black Elk received his great vision, white settlers were invading the Lakotas’ homeland, decimating
buffalo herds, and threatening to extinguish the Lakotas’ way of life. The Lakotas fought fiercely to retain
their freedom and way of life, a dogged resistance that resulted in a remarkable victory at the Little Bighorn
and an unspeakable tragedy at Wounded Knee. Black Elk Speaks offers much more than a precious glimpse
of a vanished time, however. As related by Neihardt, Black Elk’s searing visions of the unity of humanity
and the earth have made this book a venerated spiritual classic. Whether appreciated as the poignant tale of a
Lakota life, a history of a Native nation, or an enduring spiritual testament, Black Elk Speaks is
unforgettable.

 

This new edition features two additional essays by John G. Neihardt that further illuminate his experience
with Black Elk; an essay by Alexis Petri, great-granddaughter of John G. Neihardt, that celebrates Neihardt’s
remarkable accomplishments; and a look at the legacy of the special relationship between Neihardt and
Black Elk, written by Lori Utecht, editor of Knowledge and Opinion: Essays and Literary Criticism of John
G. Neihardt.

For more information on John G. Neihardt, visit www.neihardt.com
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Baker:

The book Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life Story of a Holy Man of the Oglala Sioux can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best
thing like a book Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life Story of a Holy Man of the Oglala Sioux? Some of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life
Story of a Holy Man of the Oglala Sioux has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Gary Lewis:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life Story of a Holy
Man of the Oglala Sioux had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life Story of
a Holy Man of the Oglala Sioux is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship with the book Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life Story of a Holy Man of the Oglala Sioux.
You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Tanisha Goss:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life Story of a Holy Man of the Oglala Sioux the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life Story of a Holy
Man of the Oglala Sioux giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Ernestine Worrell:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
spirit or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in



addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life Story of a Holy Man of the Oglala
Sioux can make you experience more interested to read.
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