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Batik occupies a special place in Indonesian culture. Each fabric has a rich story to tell—as a
reflection of the nation's religious beliefs, sophisticated court cultures and cosmopolitan history.

The extraordinary textiles in this book are from the collections of Rudolf Smend and Donald Harper. Most
date from the period 1880 to 1930 when the art of batik reached its apogee. Having collected historic batik
for over thirty years and published two books on the subject, Rudolf Smend has invited his friend and fellow
batik specialist Donald Harper to contribute his fine collection to this publication as well. None of the batik
in this book have been published before. They represent an exquisite cross-section of the batik production of
Java—the most important batik-producing region in the world.

The cloths are complemented by vintage photographs from the first quarter of the 20th century
demonstrating how the batik were worn at court and at home. Three are from museums in Dresden and
Cologne, while three are from the private collection of Leo Haks. The others have been collected over the
past 30 years from private sources in Java. The captions are by Maria Wronska-Friend, an ethnologist and
batik expert who frequently visits Indonesian batik centers and has worked for many years as an
anthropologist in Papua New Guinea. Her contributions provide fundamental knowledge for lovers of this art
form while at the same time providing new insights for experts.

Rudolf Smend has invited other batik aficionados of his generation to share their passion for batik in this
book. Inger McCabe Elliott, author of the bestselling Batik: Fabled Cloth of Java has contributed her lifelong
experience. Other authorities like Annegret Haake, Brigitte Khan Majlis and Jonathan Hope share their
views and expertise in these pages. This book represents a labor of love and a lifetime of friendship for the
two authors, who hope it will provide inspiration to a whole new generation of batik lovers.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Westlund:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Batik, Traditional Textiles of Indonesia: From The Rudolf Smend & Donald
Harper Collections.

Linda White:

The book untitled Batik, Traditional Textiles of Indonesia: From The Rudolf Smend & Donald Harper
Collections contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach.
The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item.
The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice read.

Barbara Rubio:

You can obtain this Batik, Traditional Textiles of Indonesia: From The Rudolf Smend & Donald Harper
Collections by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because
of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Sue Joseph:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Batik, Traditional Textiles of Indonesia: From
The Rudolf Smend & Donald Harper Collections to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
start a book and study it. Beside that the guide Batik, Traditional Textiles of Indonesia: From The Rudolf
Smend & Donald Harper Collections can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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