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In his highly original and controversial study. Professor Lockridge traces the origins of Dedham,
Massachusetts, carefully examining its establishment as a utopia in 1636, the changes that occurred
during the first four generations of its settlement, and the kind of community it had become by the
mid-eighteenth century.

The colonial New England Town is one of the myths of American history, along with such others as George
Washington and the Cherry Tree and The Frontier. They are difficult to shatter, for they perpetuate the
popular belief that the nation has always enjoyed universal democracy, honesty, and opportunity. The New
England Town, however, deserves more than a mythical place in American history. In this industrial village
society, the unique American experience had its beginnings.

In his highly original and controversial study. Professor Lockridge traces the origins of Dedham,
Massachusetts, carefully examining its establishment as a utopia in 1636, the changes that occurred during
the first four generations of its settlement, and the kind of community it had become by the mid-eighteenth
century. In bringing to life this peculiarly American town he creates a view of all New England towns, so
vital to an understanding of how the American character and society were shaped. He also gives answers to
the basic questions shrouded by the myths: Was the New England Town democratic? Was it equalitarian?
Was opportunity great? was society mobile? was it static or dynamic? Who had power, and who wanted it?
In examining these questions Professor Lockridge has gone to the heart of the controversy surrounding the
New England Town experience, finding some truth, and not a little irony, in the myth.

This enlarged edition includes an updated bibliography and an afterword in which Lockridge addresses two
questions about the story of Dedham: What does it tell us about the impulses that led to American
independence? The answers to these questions suggest the connections between the "new" social history and
the broad political themes of the revolutionary period.
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From reader reviews:

Kirk Fonseca:

In other case, little persons like to read book A New England Town : The First Hundred Years : Dedham,
Massachusetts, 1636-1736 (Norton Essays in American History). You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book A New England Town : The First
Hundred Years : Dedham, Massachusetts, 1636-1736 (Norton Essays in American History). You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Warner Samuels:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this A New England Town : The First Hundred Years : Dedham, Massachusetts, 1636-1736 (Norton
Essays in American History), you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Mary Kerr:

Exactly why? Because this A New England Town : The First Hundred Years : Dedham, Massachusetts,
1636-1736 (Norton Essays in American History) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the
other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Mary Brown:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book A New
England Town : The First Hundred Years : Dedham, Massachusetts, 1636-1736 (Norton Essays in American



History). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.
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