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The loving yet brutally honest memoir of the daughter of comedy legend Richard Pryor

Rain Pryor was born in the idealistic, free-love 1960s. Her mother was a Jewish go-go dancer who wanted a
tribe of rainbow children, and her father was Richard Pryor, perhaps the most compelling and brilliant
comedian of his era.

In this intimate, harrowing, and often hilarious memoir, Rain talks about her divided heritage, and about the
forces that shaped her wildly schizophrenic childhood. In her father's house, she bonded with Richard's
grandmother, Mamma, a one-time whorehouse madam who never tired of reminding Rain that she was
black. In her mother's house, and in the home of her Jewish grandparents, Rain was a "mocha-colored Jewish
princess," learning how to cook everything from kugel to beef brisket.

It seemed as if Rain was blessed with the best of both worlds, but it didn't quite work out that way. Life at
Mom's was unstable in the extreme, while at Richard's place Rain was exposed to sex and drugs before she
had even learned to read. "Daddy," she told her father one day, sitting down to Thanksgiving dinner at the
advanced age of eight, "the whores need to be paid."

Jokes My Father Never Taught Me is both lovingly told and painfully frank: the story of a girl who grew up
adoring her father even as she feared him--and feared for him--as his drug problems grew worse. In 1980
Pryor tried to kill himself by setting himself on fire, then joked that it had been an accident: "No one ever
told me you couldn't mix cookies with two types of milk!" In his later years, Pryor succumbed to multiple
sclerosis, and Rain watched in tears as her father became a shell of his former self. Once, in an unusually
introspective mood, Pryor asked his daughter, "Why do you love me, Rainy, when I can be so mean?"

Jokes My Father Never Taught Me answers that poignant question and many more. It is an unprecedented
look at the life of a legend of comedy, told by a daughter who both understood the genius and knew the
tortured man within.
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From reader reviews:

Sharyl Nettles:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book Jokes My Father Never Taught Me: Life, Love, and
Loss with Richard Pryor has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Jokes My Father Never Taught Me: Life, Love,
and Loss with Richard Pryor is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
with all the book Jokes My Father Never Taught Me: Life, Love, and Loss with Richard Pryor. You never
sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Rosalie Cox:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Jokes My Father Never Taught Me: Life, Love,
and Loss with Richard Pryor, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Sherry Holsey:

Jokes My Father Never Taught Me: Life, Love, and Loss with Richard Pryor can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy
arrangement in writing Jokes My Father Never Taught Me: Life, Love, and Loss with Richard Pryor
although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial
considering.

Christina Almonte:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Jokes My Father
Never Taught Me: Life, Love, and Loss with Richard Pryor which is keeping the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's find.
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