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A multigenerational family saga about the long-lasting reverberations of one tragic summer by "a
wonderful talent [who] should be read widely" (Edward P. Jones).

In 1948, a small stretch of the Woodmont, Connecticut shoreline, affectionately named "Bagel Beach," has
long been a summer destination for Jewish families. Here sisters Ada, Vivie, and Bec assemble at their
beloved family cottage, with children in tow and weekend-only husbands who arrive each Friday in time for
the Sabbath meal.

During the weekdays, freedom reigns. Ada, the family beauty, relaxes and grows more playful, unimpeded
by her rule-driven, religious husband. Vivie, once terribly wronged by her sister, is now the family diplomat
and an increasingly inventive chef. Unmarried Bec finds herself forced to choose between the family-centric
life she's always known and a passion-filled life with the married man with whom she's had a secret years-
long affair.

But when a terrible accident occurs on the sisters' watch, a summer of hope and self-discovery transforms
into a lifetime of atonement and loss for members of this close-knit clan. Seen through the eyes of Molly,
who was twelve years old when she witnessed the accident, this is the story of a tragedy and its aftermath, of
expanding lives painfully collapsed. Can Molly, decades after the event, draw from her aunt Bec's hard-won
wisdom and free herself from the burden that destroyed so many others?

Elizabeth Poliner is a masterful storyteller, a brilliant observer of human nature, and in As Close to Us as
Breathing she has created an unforgettable meditation on grief, guilt, and the boundaries of identity and love.
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From reader reviews:

Sun Byrd:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
all day long to reading a reserve. The book As Close to Us as Breathing: A Novel it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly
to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Nick Zapata:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
As Close to Us as Breathing: A Novel your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of.
The As Close to Us as Breathing: A Novel giving you another experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at
it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Dallas Richardson:

The book untitled As Close to Us as Breathing: A Novel contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author gives
you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Philip Nguyen:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This As Close to Us as Breathing: A Novel can be
the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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