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In April 1956, a refitted oil tanker carried fifty-eight shipping containers from Newark to Houston. From that
modest beginning, container shipping developed into a huge industry that made the boom in global trade
possible. The Box tells the dramatic story of the container's creation, the decade of struggle before it was
widely adopted, and the sweeping economic consequences of the sharp fall in transportation costs that
containerization brought about.

But the container didn't just happen. Its adoption required huge sums of money, both from private investors
and from ports that aspired to be on the leading edge of a new technology. It required years of high-stakes
bargaining with two of the titans of organized labor, Harry Bridges and Teddy Gleason, as well as delicate
negotiations on standards that made it possible for almost any container to travel on any truck or train or
ship. Ultimately, it took McLean's success in supplying U.S. forces in Vietnam to persuade the world of the
container's potential.

Drawing on previously neglected sources, economist Marc Levinson shows how the container transformed
economic geography, devastating traditional ports such as New York and London and fueling the growth of
previously obscure ones, such as Oakland. By making shipping so cheap that industry could locate factories
far from its customers, the container paved the way for Asia to become the world's workshop and brought
consumers a previously unimaginable variety of low-cost products from around the globe.

Published in hardcover on the fiftieth anniversary of the first container voyage, this is the first
comprehensive history of the shipping container. Now with a new chapter, The Box tells the dramatic story
of how the drive and imagination of an iconoclastic entrepreneur turned containerization from an impractical
idea into a phenomenon that transformed economic geography, slashed transportation costs, and made the
boom in global trade possible.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Alaniz:

This The Box: How the Shipping Container Made the World Smaller and the World Economy Bigger book
is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Box: How the Shipping
Container Made the World Smaller and the World Economy Bigger without we recognize teach the one who
examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Box: How the
Shipping Container Made the World Smaller and the World Economy Bigger can bring when you are and
not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This The Box: How the Shipping Container Made the World Smaller and the World
Economy Bigger having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Daniel Padilla:

The Box: How the Shipping Container Made the World Smaller and the World Economy Bigger can be one
of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing The Box: How the Shipping Container Made the World Smaller and the World
Economy Bigger yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you
into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Keith Karam:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Box: How the Shipping Container Made the
World Smaller and the World Economy Bigger can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these guides have than the others?

Aimee Buffington:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just



looking for the The Box: How the Shipping Container Made the World Smaller and the World Economy
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