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From the earliest sound films to the present, American cinema has represented African Americans as
decidedly musical. Disintegrating the Musical tracks and analyzes this history of musical representations of
African Americans, from blacks and whites in blackface to black-cast musicals to jazz shorts, from sorrow
songs to show tunes to bebop and beyond.

Arthur Knight focuses on American film’s classic sound era, when Hollywood studios made eight all-black-
cast musicals—a focus on Afro-America unparalleled in any other genre. It was during this same period that
the first black film stars—Paul Robeson, Louis Armstrong, Lena Horne, Harry Belafonte, Dorothy
Dandridge—emerged, not coincidentally, from the ranks of musical performers. That these films made so
much of the connection between African Americans and musicality was somewhat ironic, Knight points out,
because they did so in a form (song) and a genre (the musical) celebrating American social integration,
community, and the marriage of opposites—even as the films themselves were segregated and played before
even more strictly segregated audiences.

Disintegrating the Musical covers territory both familiar—Show Boat, Stormy Weather, Porgy and
Bess—and obscure—musical films by pioneer black director Oscar Micheaux, Lena Horne’s first film The
Duke Is Tops, specialty numbers tucked into better-known features, and lost classics like the short Jammin’
the Blues. It considers the social and cultural contexts from which these films arose and how African
American critics and audiences responded to them. Finally, Disintegrating the Musical shows how this
history connects with the present practices of contemporary musical films like O Brother, Where Art Thou?
and Bamboozled.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Novick:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book
Disintegrating the Musical: Black Performance and American Musical Film. All type of book is it possible to
see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Megan Rivera:

This Disintegrating the Musical: Black Performance and American Musical Film book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book
will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Disintegrating the Musical: Black Performance
and American Musical Film without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't be worry Disintegrating the Musical: Black Performance and American Musical Film
can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Disintegrating the Musical: Black Performance and American
Musical Film having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested
in reading.

Roberta Granger:

This Disintegrating the Musical: Black Performance and American Musical Film is brand new way for you
who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Disintegrating
the Musical: Black Performance and American Musical Film can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable
by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired
even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life and also knowledge.

Jenny Perez:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book Disintegrating the Musical: Black Performance and American Musical Film
was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research



competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of
a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.
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