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American Transcendentalism is a sweeping narrative history of America's first group of public intellectuals,
the men and women who defined American literature and indelibly marked American reform in the decades
before and following the American Civil War. Philip F. Gura masterfully traces their intellectual genealogy
to transatlantic religious and philosophical ideas, illustrating how these informed the fierce theological
debates that, so often first in Massachusetts and eventually throughout America, gave rise to practical,
personal, and quixotic attempts to improve, even perfect the world. The transcendentalists would painfully
bifurcate over what could be attained and how, one half epitomized by Ralph Waldo Emerson and stressing
self-reliant individualism, the other by Orestes Brownson, George Ripley, and Theodore Parker, emphasizing
commitment to the larger social good.

By the 1850s, transcendentalists turned ever more exclusively to abolition, and by war's end
transcendentalism had become identified exclusively with Emersonian self-reliance, congruent with the
national ethos of political liberalism and market capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Cecil Atkins:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this American Transcendentalism: A History.

Eleanor Walker:

The book American Transcendentalism: A History give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book American
Transcendentalism: A History for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
open and read a book American Transcendentalism: A History. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Dorothy Cropper:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage
for you. All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take American Transcendentalism: A
History as your daily resource information.

Frank Arnett:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This American Transcendentalism: A History can give you a lot
of pals because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have American Transcendentalism: A History.
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