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A standard track gauge—the distance between the two rails—enables connecting railway lines to exchange
traffic. But despite the benefits of standardization, early North American railways used six different gauges
extensively, and even today breaks of gauge at national borders and within such countries as India and
Australia are expensive burdens on commerce. In Tracks across Continents, Paths through History, Douglas
J. Puffert offers a global history of railway track gauge, examining early choices and the dynamic process of
diversity and standardization that resulted.

            Drawing on the economic theory of path dependence, and grounded in economic, technical, and
institutional realities, this innovative volume traces how early historical events, and even idiosyncratic
personalities, have affected choices of gauge ever since, despite changing technology and understandings of
what gauge is optimal. Puffert also uses this history to develop new insights in the theory of path
dependence. Tracks across Continents, Paths through History will be essential reading for anyone interested
in how history and economics inform each other.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal Sanchez:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Tracks across Continents, Paths through
History: The Economic Dynamics of Standardization in Railway Gauge will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will
open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like
that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Laura Hargis:

The book Tracks across Continents, Paths through History: The Economic Dynamics of Standardization in
Railway Gauge can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Tracks across Continents, Paths through History:
The Economic Dynamics of Standardization in Railway Gauge? Several of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book Tracks across Continents, Paths through History: The Economic
Dynamics of Standardization in Railway Gauge has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Irene Holmes:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any book. It is
really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to reading a e-
book. The book Tracks across Continents, Paths through History: The Economic Dynamics of
Standardization in Railway Gauge it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not
to fund but this book has high quality.

Sandra Conaway:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Tracks across Continents, Paths



through History: The Economic Dynamics of Standardization in Railway Gauge or even others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Tracks across Continents,
Paths through History: The Economic Dynamics of Standardization in Railway Gauge to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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