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Magisterial in scope, this dual biography examines two complex lives that began alike but ended on
opposite sides of the century’s greatest conflict.

Born at the dawn of the twentieth century, Leni Riefenstahl and Marlene Dietrich both came of age in
Weimar Berlin, a time of great political ferment. Glamour and decadence thrived beside abject poverty, and
the German capital’s outpouring of literature, fashion, and film marked it as the most vital European
metropolis. As young women of this era, Dietrich and Riefenstahl lived so close to each other that
Riefenstahl could see into Dietrich’s apartment from the roof of her building. Both women seized upon the
revolutionary energy of the 1920s, seeking careers on the stage and in film.

In 1929, filmmakers were casting what would become the iconic role of Lola-Lola (who made "Falling in
Love Again" a sensation) in the groundbreaking sound film The Blue Angel. Riefenstahl?whose work in her
"mountain films" had already made her a national emblem for the athletic rigor and spirited independence of
the New Woman?hoped for the part but didn’t get it. Only a few years later she became the official
filmmaker of the Third Reich. Dietrich, however, won the role and the adoration of millions when she moved
to Hollywood and redefined the "vixen" for a new era.

While Dietrich's slender and androgynous beauty made her a fashion icon whose influence can be seen to
this day, Riefenstahl’s own iconography is no less indelible. With her work on two of the most notorious?if
artistically sophisticated?propaganda films of all time?Triumph of the Will and Olympia?Riefenstahl was a
progenitor of fascist symbolism. After the war she proclaimed her ignorance of Hitler’s motives, but she
could never completely distance herself from her Nazi collaboration. Dietrich vehemently condemned Hitler
during World War II and found a renewed sense of purpose touring with the USO, but as a result she could
never comfortably return to her native Germany.

Both women were "prodigies of will, discipline, endurance, self-reinvention, and exaltation of the body in all
its muscular, androgynous, pose-striking pagan glory" (James Wolcott), and both had their grand passions,
but neither abandoned ambition for the sake of love. As award-winning biographer Karin Wieland shows, in
their later years, both women grappled with controlling their image?Riefenstahl by pursuing an additional
career in photography, and Dietrich by eventually hiding at home as her famous beauty was ravaged by time.

Skillfully juxtaposing these two fascinating lives, Wieland brings to vivid life a time of international
upheaval, chronicling radical evolutions of politics, fame, and femininity on a grand stage. Examining the
moral responsibility of the artist, Wieland poses questions as deeply relevant to our century as to the last. A
magisterial portrait of two diverging but lasting images of the modern woman, Dietrich & Riefenstahl is "a
superb" (Die Zeit) panorama of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

John Honeycutt:

This Dietrich & Riefenstahl: Hollywood, Berlin, and a Century in Two Lives are generally reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Dietrich & Riefenstahl:
Hollywood, Berlin, and a Century in Two Lives can be among the great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that possibly will
shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Dietrich & Riefenstahl:
Hollywood, Berlin, and a Century in Two Lives giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Scott Halpin:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Dietrich & Riefenstahl: Hollywood, Berlin, and a Century in Two Lives, you could tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a reserve.

Harry Dwyer:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Dietrich & Riefenstahl: Hollywood, Berlin, and a Century in Two Lives the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get previous to. The Dietrich & Riefenstahl: Hollywood, Berlin, and a Century in Two
Lives giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for
your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Kent Brown:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a



book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Dietrich &
Riefenstahl: Hollywood, Berlin, and a Century in Two Lives which is having the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's observe.
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